Beckingham Parish Council
Draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Wednesday 30st May 2018
Chair Cllr Lawrence Tatton (Parish Council Chairman)
Parish Cllrs Andy Brewer, Philip Wells, Lyn Sills and Robin Gibbons
District Cllr Sue Howe (SH), District Cllr Pat Woodman MBE
County Councillor Marianne Overton MBE
PCSO Sarah Lingard
11 parishioners
Hugh Wilson and Stubton
Notetaker Terry Brown (Parish Clerk)
Minute

Action

18/62 Apologies for absence
Mark Leggett
18/63 Approval of the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 31st May 2017.
These were approved and signed by the Chair of the meeting.
18/64 Matters arising
None.
18/65 Chairman’s report:
“Good Evening and welcome to our 46th Annual Parish Meeting. Why are we here? I am here because the 1972
Local Government Act says I must be here to Chair the meeting, I hope you are here if not to be entertained at
least to be informed about the work of your Parish Council over the last 12 months.
There is a loose agenda for this evening, starting with a report on the activities of the Parish Council, this will be
given by me, in my role as Chair of the PC and then there is an opportunity for anyone to put questions etc. on
how well or badly it is perceived that the PC has performed over the last 12 months. It is a fairly informal
meeting, although as I said it is a mandatory meeting prescribed by Act of Parliament, but feel free to top up
your glass or plate as the case may be whenever you need to.
At this meeting anyone, or any local company or charity, or organisation based or resident in the parish is able to
make a presentation should they so wish and hopefully take questions from the floor, so we have this evening:
A report on the activities of the Village Hall Management Committee, by it’s Chair, Mr Andrew Brewer.
The Beckingham Village Hall Social Club will report on it’s inaugural first year.
Some years ago when the spectre of wind turbines looming over the village was of concern, a group titled VETO
was formed to fight a planning application. The threat now having permanently receded, the question is what is
to become of the residual funds that are left being held in the village.
The Parochial Church Council will report on their last 12 months and their plans for the future.
A presentation will be made by Huh Wilson, a visitor from Stubton on the matter of A Local Plan. This is a hot
topic in some parishes and PC feels the need to gauge the opinion of the electorate.
Another issue that the PC would like a view on is the future of the Playing Field.
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So the report from the Parish Council.
We have been successful in attracting two new Councillors onto the Parish Council, Lynn Sills and Robin Gibbs,
so the council now has it’s full number of members. I would like now just to take a moment and thank each and
every one of them for the work, effort, input, enthusiasm that they each put in. We are fortunate that we have a
close knit group that works together to meet common aims for the Parish with each member having a wide
breadth of knowledge and experience in various fields that add to our collective decision making process. I must
also thank on behalf of the PC our Parish Clerk, Terry Brown, for the work that he does, work that to the public
is hidden behind the scenes, it is however an equally valuable contribution.
Breaking the year into suitably sized pieces we’ll start with Planning.
All Planning Applications submitted to NKDC are passed to the PC for us to peruse and comment on. There have
been 4 in the past year, down in number from previous years. The applications were, to rebuild of a garage off
Hillside, to remove the phonebox, a new build on Chapel Street, a new build on School Lane and a variation to
an existing Planning Application regarding Beckingham House.
All applications were passed without comment with the exception of the Variation. It was felt that allowing such
a variation could jeopardise road safety at the junction of Sleaford Road and Hillside due to probable increased
traffic exiting the premises. Indeed prior to this application the PC was made aware of such traffic issues by
residents in the locality. For this reason the PC commented adversely on the Application.
Mention was made of the removal of the Telephone Box and although not really within the timescale of the last
12 months it is worth a little more detail. This application was made by BT, due to the underuse of the box,
along with a considerable number of others in Lincolnshire. The PC did consider adopting the box which is
possible in exchange for the sum of £1. However due to the poor condition and not inconsiderable costs required
to repair and maintain the box it was considered not to be a viable option.
The Planning Application made it’s way through the various stages and a date was fixed for the disconnection of
the box and it’s subsequent removal. Here the matter stalled, a start was made and the electric supply was
disconnected, although not in the tidiest of ways. The removal which was also scheduled for the same day as the
disconnection did not occur and considerable time (several months) and effort was expended in persuading BT to
complete the exercise. The box eventually being delivered to Brunel Drive in Newark to a company that restores
and sells such things.
Environment.
The village occasionally benefits from a visit from a road sweeper. This vehicle was noted sweeping Sutton Road
as far as the entrance to the Playing Field and then using the entrance to turn round and depart. This prompted
a series of calls to NKDC to the person responsible for the operation of the vehicle to see if it was possible to
extend the operation of the road sweeping to the end of the row of dwellings on Sutton Road. This was readily
agreed and now the residents of that part of the Parish can benefit from a cleaner gutter. We do have, as this
matter demonstrates it, a good working relationship with our District Council.
On the matter of roadside gutters, Lincolnshire County Council is responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of
all highways and footpaths. This includes preventing the growth of weeds at the interface between kerb and
road as well as general maintenance in those areas. Due to budgetary restraints Highways have ceased these
activities and in order to maintain a reasonably attractive appearance the PC has commissioned a Contractor to
carry out this work on our behalf.
The interface has been dug out to remove years of soil and debris build up that the sweeper is unable to remove
and then the subsequent spraying to prevent weed growth. We believe that part of our duty as a PC is to look
after the infrastructure in the Parish as well as trying to get those that we already pay to do the work to actually
do it.
Also environmentally we have renewed the 2 yearly grass cutting contract for what is termed “Amenity Grass” in
the Parish. This work starts when it is decided that the weather is suitable and length of grass is sufficient to
instigate cutting. The Contractor then cuts at regular intervals to maintain the appearance. Also included in this
work is the cutting of the hedge alongside the Playing Field which has to be done outside of the Nesting season.
Another job that was done before Christmas was an improvement to the road side verge along the Churchyard
wall on Sleaford Road. This was dug out levelled and seeded and will now be part of the routine grass cutting
maintenance.
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A visually important piece of work that we have had planned for a couple of years is the “siding” of footpaths.
This is a job for Highways but again has not been attended to for a number of years. It involves the removal of
grass that has over time grown over the verge and onto adjacent footpaths reducing the footpath considerably in
some places. In total 1.6 kilometres of footpath sides were attended to, hopefully something that the
parishioners will notice and appreciate.
We were made aware that the A17 was to be closed overnight for a period to enable renewal of the top surface
of tarmac before the substrate becomes degraded. Co-incidentally we had earlier in the year written to Highways
pointing out the standing water that collects and the puddle that forms at the junction of Chapel Street and the
A17, both to the detriment of road safety.
The usual “we acknowledge receipt of your letter” reply was received from Highways. On formal receipt of notice
of the carriageway work we again wrote to Highways pointing out our concerns and after a prolonged search
through minutes going back to the last century we also listed the numerous official letters that we had sent over
the years on the same subject.
The result was that a meeting was arranged between the senior engineer that would be overseeing the work and
the Parish Council. A site visit took place, photographs that had been taken of the standing water dangers were
produced and the Highways personnel agreed that we had a case. Unfortunately there was no budgetary
provision for our work and an admission that Highways were totally unaware of the issues that we had presented
over the years. The work started with overnight closures, only to be suddenly terminated.
We were then informed that work would recommence in April, strangely in a new financial year. The result is
that a lot of our work has been carried out, a large soakaway and additional drains installed at the junction and
some efforts made at improving water drainage on the A17.
Hopefully this demonstrates that a small Parish Council can apply pressure and change policies.
Community:
This building that we are sat in is owned by the Parish Council and is the largest asset that we possess. As a
Parish Council we are mandated to “make best use of our assets” We have been fortunate that through the
efforts of some dynamic individuals and with the Parish Council supporting them the usage of the hall has
dramatically increased.
I shall leave the details of this work to the reports to be made on behalf of the Village Hall Management
Committee and from the newly formed Social Club.
The Parish Council, in making best use of it’s assets is currently looking to further improve the facilities in this
Hall by reducing the heating costs and improving the general acoustics by seeking grant aid to facilitate the
installation of suspended ceilings in the two main rooms.
The Parish Council has taken over the production of the Beckingham Bugle newsletter after many years of
sterling work by Andrew and Mikki. We hope to be able to increase interest in it and to enable diverse and
relevant articles with submissions from across the whole Parish on any subject.
Local Parish Councils form a group called a Cluster that meets to discuss common interests. We hosted and
chaired a meeting this year of the Custer and the guest speaker was the new Chief Constable. We took the
opportunity to press home residents’ concerns regarding access and egress to and from the A17 with regard to
the volume and speed of traffic. He took on board our concerns but as yet we have no not seen any positive
impact on the behaviour of motorists.
The village web site is updated every time that there is something to put on it, all relevant agendas and minutes
of meetings are listed as well as all financial transactions by the PC and the Village Hall Management
Committee.
The future:
We shall continue as a Council to work wherever we can to do our best for the needs of the Parish with efforts
being made to maintain and improve upon the appearance of the Parish whilst being aware of the need to keep
an eye on keeping the Precept (or rates) at a reasonable level.
Again the word Highways comes to the fore as I mention Potholes. We have been informed that there is not
much chance of our roads being repaired to a standard that would satisfy us, we have been granted permission
should it become necessary and therefore we will probably arrange to do the work ourselves, even though it is
the responsibility and duty of others to carry out this work.
We have in the past tried to arrange that we can cut the grass on the Village Green, only to be thwarted by
NKDC. Although it has been agreed that what we propose is in the best interests of both parties the best that we
have been able to achieve to date is a written promise that a decision will be made sometime in 2019. The
stumbling block being the breaking of a principle that the District Council alone is responsible for the care of
District Council land.
2018/Page 16

We are working towards meeting the criteria for operating a Parish Council that will enable us to be awarded a
“Local Councils Award”. This is an independently audited scheme that examines all aspects of a Councils’ work,
finance, timely publishing of agendas and minutes, dissemination of information etc. We have already met the
Foundation Standard and have set a 2 year target of reaching through Quality level .In the last published list of
Councils across the country only Mablethorpe and Sutton in Lincolnshire have attained a Quality Award. It will
not show any visible benefit the man in the street but will be a level of pride that we are doing a good job and
will give us a proven level of service that we shall strive to maintain.
We welcome the public to attend any PC meeting where they can have 15 minutes of free time to question,
criticise, make requests of the Council or put their view forward on any subject that they think fit. It is not
something to be afraid of, you will be putting your thoughts to like minded neighbours such as ourselves and we
welcome input from anyone.
Around this time next year I shall step down from my position as Chair of the Parish Council having considered
myself fortunate to have worked alongside the 4 other stalwart Councillors. Stepping down also will be the Vice
Chair and the other 3 councillors as well. The period that we were elected for being over. This then becomes an
opportunity for anyone else who would like to consider a position on the Council to stand for election in our
place. We would like to think that our joint efforts would warrant us being returned to office. Something no
doubt that politicians further up the tree always wish for.
That just about sums up what I have to say, so thank you for listening and I’ll be pleased to answer any
questions.”

18/66 Reports from Community Groups
The accounts for the following parish organisations had been tabled:
All Saints Church - see Annex 1
Beckingham Highways Trust - see Annex 2
Randolph Pattinson Charity – see Annex 3
Cllr Sue Howe tabled a report on NKDC activities – see Annex 4
Police report:
PCSO Sarah Lingard reported that the District had been found the safest in England and
Wales and much of that was due to working in partnership with NKDC in areas such as antisocial behaviour.
However, a recent burglary was a timely reminder for all parishioners to take precautions
against opportunistic thefts, a problem made worse by the proximity of the A17.
A parishioner asked about the police response to the increased incidence of fly tipping. Sarah
responded that the Police would take action but that the NKDC Environmental Team could
equally be the first point of contact to deal with such problems.
Village Hall Management Committee:
Andy Brewer outlined the objectives of the Committee and listed the membership of the
Committee.
The cost of electricity had forced an increase in hire charges, but the Committee had made
significant improvements to the Hall with purchases such as water heaters. Fire extinguishers
had been purchased and PAT testing carried out.
He emphasised that the Hall remained open to all to hire.
Beckingham Social Club:
Philip Wells reviewed the successful licence application and the improvements that had been
made to the Club’s facilities after a very successful first year with a current membership of
117.
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Purchases included for example a new wood burner, new furniture and glass washer.
He outlined the events that had been arranged and emphasised that the aim was one of
inclusivity to welcome all sections of the Village.
All Saints Church:
The Church was now fully lit and the Church was organising a varied and extensive
programme of fund raising events.
Cllr Marianne Overton:
Marianne outlined the ways in which Lincs CC had been lobbying and working directly with
the Government to increase funding into the County and a recent change in arrangements for
Business Rates was a significant example.
Highways issues remained a top-level concern but persistent lobbying at all levels seemed to
be making a difference.
18/67 Stubton’s experience of a Neighbourhood Plan – Hugh Wilson & Rob Thornton
With a population of just 175 Stubton is one of the smallest villages in the country to have
successfully adopted a neighbourhood Plan.
The speakers emphasised the difference in the considerable support, financial and otherwise,
for any village now attempting to pursue a Plan as against the minimal support that Stubton
found in its work some four years ago.
Even so any village considering such a course of action should not underestimate the work
involved and the need for a few key people to drive the agenda forward.
They suggested that there were four key questions to be answered by the parishioners at the
early stages of the process, namely:
What
What
What
What

do you most value about Beckingham and its environs?
do you least value?
outdoor activities do you enjoy in Beckingham and the local area?
would you like to see included in the Neighbourhood Plan.

18/68 Open Forum
The following items were discussed:
What should be done with the VETO funds that had been made available?
It was suggested that this be used together with funds raised by the village fete to fund
gates to the entrances of the village.
The Clerk would ask for further ideas in the next issue of the Bugle.
What could be done to resolve grass cutting anomalies?
The Chair outlined the history of the problem and the actions that the Parish Council had
taken to attempt to resolve the problem. He emphasised the budget implications for any
expansion in the grass cutting carried out by the Parish Council.
What was to happen with the funds raised by the Play Park Committee?
The Chair outlined the discussions the Parish Council had held on this matter and that only a
small proportion of the funds were shown to be vired for specific purposes. Two more
significant issues were the cost of any new equipment to be bought relative to the funds
available and the obvious lack of any significant use of the existing equipment.
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18/69 Date of next Parish Council meeting
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as Wednesday 25th July 2018.
The meeting closed at 9.10pm
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All Saints Church - Annex 1

Beckingham Highways Trust - Annex 2

Randolph Pattinson Charity – Annex 3

Cllr Sue Howe a report on NKDC activities – Annex 4

