The Beckingham
& Sutton Bugle
Dear All,
hope you are all well and have been enjoying the wonderful weather we have be having
recently, although not enough rain for our farmers I’m afraid. I don’t know about you but it’s
been a busy few weeks with everything getting back to its new normal almost. We have
had two wonderful services this last month celebrating the lives of both Fran Brealey and
Bill Goodhand, both of whom will be missed by so many. We’ve also had a wonderful concert by the Military Wives choir as well as a lot of baptisms happening which are always
wonderful and joyful events.
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It’s also getting even busier as we move towards our Jubilee weekend celebrations. I know
many of you are looking forward to street parties, get togethers, picnics and lunches and I
hope to see many of you at some of them over the weekend. We have our annual church
fete in Welbourn on Friday 3rd 3-5pm where there are lots of activities as well as a fun dog
show which I will be judging so please come and join in and if anyone is lacking a dog most
of you know I have some to spare to lend out!! Our main thanksgiving service will be at
1030 on Sunday 5th where we will celebrate this once in a lifetime event and join together in
thanks for Her Majesty’s long reign. All are welcome – even if you have never set foot in
the church before!
I mentioned in my last letter that we were launching a new family event at the church which
we have called Forest Church. This is a new way of doing church and helps us connect
with God in creation and is held outside. On the 15th May we held our first in St Chad’s
churchyard and we had over 40 join us for it. Fun was had by children as well as mums,
dads and grandparents, searching around the churchyard for bugs and all things creepy
with magnifying glasses just to help, of making bug hotels and planting wildflower seeds
amongst singing and of course chocolate biscuits and marshmallows! Our next one is on
the third Sunday of every month in the churchyard, come rain or shine so come and join us
and see that church can be fun for all ages. We also have the prosecco and strawberries
event at the Noble’s in Brant Broughton starting up again this year, on Friday 24 th June so
please join us, and at the same time raise funds for our churches.
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An update on our local situation with welcoming Ukrainian refugees is that we have many
more guests who have joined us in the area, with more expected. To support them and
their families we do have a small fund now to call upon if anyone needs help so please give
me a call. To boost this fund we have a silent auction being run on Saturday 18 th June from
7pm in Leadenham Village Hall with some amazing lots to bid on, with all proceeds going
towards helping local Ukrainian refugees.
Cont’d on page 7
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Just in case you have not heard!!...............…………….

Let me end with a wish for you all to enjoy the celebrations over the Jubilee weekend
and for us all to come together in our communities to share this special time whilst remembering the promise our wonderful Queen made all those years ago:
I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to
your service... But I shall not have strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you
join in it with me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your support will be unfailingly
given. God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all of you who are willing to
share in it. Princess Elizabeth, 21 April 1947
Rev Chris

and the reasons……………………..
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About 3 years ago the Parish Council decided
that it was time to make a little more use of the
Playing Field on Sutton Road. In the past it had
been the home of a cricket team and a football
team and as the odd archaeological find indicates home to a body of men and maybe women
in the Civil War as Roundheads were camped in
the area enforcing a siege on the Royalist town
of Newark. So as times change so do the
pastimes of people and the Field witnessed little
use.
So to make it a little more usable as a recreation
area it was decided to split it into three areas. A
fenced area surrounding the children’s play
equipment, delineating it as a non-dog area, an
open area of cut grass for golfers and the like to
practice on and the remaining 2/3s into a Woodland. We sought advice and were put in touch
with the Woodland Trust, They suggested that it
would be best to plant of variety of saplings that
are native and which would be suited to the soil
and the surrounding environment.
Before any work was started we had a pathway
cut in the field about a kilometre in length to create a winding path for a dogwalker, a keep fit
walker or for anyone to wander round the field. In
the spring an assortment of 1750 trees were delivered along with the same number of stakes and plastic spirals. There are
20 different species of trees that will eventually provide a rich tapestry of
cover and spectacle. The largest number is 300 of the Common Oak
(Quercus Robur) down to 25 of the Scots Pine (Pinus Sylvestris). Each year,
a small area surrounding each tree is selectively sprayed with a weed killer to
provide an area that will encourage natural watering of each tree. The rest of
the field is left to nature, the only exception to this is that any Ragwort that
grows will be removed.
As the canopy of trees develops, the change in the light available to the
ground will alter and as a result, the undergrowth will naturally change and
develop into that that is normal to find in a woodland. As the trees grow, the
protective spirals will be selectively removed. At the moment it may appear
that the growth of some plants is being stunted by being surrounded by a
plastic sleeve, this however is perfectly normal and the major effect is that the
plants will more readily develop into upright trees rather than bushes.
As the members of the Parish Council are not blessed with any great
horticultural knowledge we have enlisted the help of another locally based
charity, Hill Holt Wood, to carry out routine inspections to ensure that our investment will continue to thrive and be there for future generations to enjoy.
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How well do you remember 1952??
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Who won the 1952 FA Cup Final
Who was the Prime Minister in 1952
What do Jowett, Hillman, Riley and Talbot have in common
What are the Queen’s other Christian names?
How many TV channels in 1952
What was the UK population in 1952 (Hint now it is 68.4million)
How many countries in the Commonwealth in 1952
How many shillings in a pound
What was the cost of a pint of milk in 1952
What was the school leaving age in 1952
How many countries in the EU in 1952
How many yards in a mile
Where were the 1952 Summer Olympics held
What League did Lincoln play in 1952
What was the cost of a gallon of petrol in 1952
Who was the US President in 1952
How old was the Queen in 1952
Who won the 1953 Ashes
How many of the Beatles had been born by 1952
What was the average house price in 1952
No cheating please …. But the answers are on Page 7

All contributions for the next Beckingham Bugle welcome. The deadline for the
next September 2022 issue is August 14th 2022
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