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Robin Gibbons  

All contributions for the next Beckingham Bugle welcome-

News….Adverts….Articles…..Jokes…..Announcements 

The deadline for the next March 2018 issue is February 14th 2018 

Email all your news items and events to  terry@saltby.net 

Bob Dylan recorded The times they are a’changing in 1963 and I’ve often wondered if he was 

right. To test if he was I’ve tried to look at the village from a while back. Looking at a copy of 

Whites Directory from 1842, a sort of Google of its day, listed under Beckingham was the following; 

“...a well built village, pleasantly situated on the east side of the River Witham, with 462 inhabitants 

including the hamlet of Sutton. The lord of the manor is Thomas Marsland although most of the 

land is owned by Beckingham Hall. Other land owning families are those of Brown, Webb, Hadley, 

Galland and Else. Rev George Marsland is Rector of All Saints Church. The National School was 

built in 1840 and has 120 pupils and Randolph Pattinson had left in 1691, land for the benefit of 

the poor of the parish. Trades carried out were listed as 2 brickmakers, 2 wheelwrights, 5 boot and 

shoe makers, 2 butchers, 14 farmers, 2 victuallers (Pub Landlords), 3 shopkeepers and various 

others...” 

Now we have a village that almost mirrors the scene from the distant past, new houses have built 

around the village over the last 20 years and are still being built, singly today, growing the popula-

tion. The A17 is still there but in the form of a bypass. Children are bussed to school being collect-

ed and delivered a few feet from the School House. The Church is now resplendent with new state 

of the art lighting, fibre optic cables arrived in the village a couple of years ago, various businesses 

are still carried out, some based on software some more earthy in nature. There is still an Else 

living here. We have access to information undreamt of in former times and yet some basic needs 

are still being met in a way that would be recognised by the Victorians. The Black Swan is still with 

us and although The Pack Horse has closed  from the ashes has risen a Phoenix  

in the form of a rejuvenated Village Hall created by a hard working community  

spirit that has survived from the past. 

Lawrence 

Ann and I moved into the village around two years ago, primarily to be near to our daughter Sarah,  

husband Euan and their new baby, Sedge. We had lived in the same village in Essex for over 30 

years and so the upheaval was immense. But we were charmed with the warm welcome we re-

ceived from our new neighbours who have now become firm friends.  

When invited to join the Parish Council I was unsure of the expectations, but have now almost 

‘settled in’. One project I am looking forward to is continuing and expanding on the work that was 

put in to the ‘open gardens’ event that has been so successful in the recent past.  

The current team organiser, Rosemary Blakesley, has stepped down as her  

business has expanded to a degree where her time for other projects is limited,  

but we do hope that she will continue to give advice whenever possible.  

We now want to expand the concept and resurrect the village fete which has been  

successful in the past. 

I look forward to more time spent in the village with our new friends!   

     Message from All Saints' 
 
Hello from all of us to all of you. Firstly, congratula-
tions to the editorial team on their first edition of the 
Bugle. As you know, after losing Alison, we are 
vicar-less at the moment. We are able to hold our 
usual number of services with the help of a selec-
tion of available clergy and lay persons. We are 
continuing with the same pattern of services that 
is  1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays at 6pm, 10-30am and 
9-00am respectively. We have started planning our 
Carol Service, this year with the luxury of numer-
ous plug sockets. in the past, when we had only 
two, we had to rely on about 4 extension leads, 
with the attendant trip hazards and always that fear 
of blowing fuses and fires. I bet you're glad you 
didn't know that. All will be calm and most certainly 
bright, with all our wonderful new lights. No more 
gloom, we can sit and watch people's noses turn 
blue. 
I, Like everyone else have just plunged headlong 
into Christmas Shopping and general getting things 
Sorted for the celebrations. I have to admit, I love 
the whole thing and as old as I am, I still wake at 
Some ridiculous time on Christmas morning. We 
will be with my family in Warwickshire, enjoying the 
Togetherness and love. There are many people 
who will not be so fortunate and our hearts go out 
to them. 
Details of our Christmas Services will be out soon 

so keep an eye open. 
We all hope you have a wonderful Christmas, 
just one little thing, we are celebrating the 
Birth of Jesus Christ so let’s say thank you 
for letting us all join in your party. 
Love and blessings, 
Gill.xx 

 

“I took over the Beckingham Bugle from the Parish Council nearly a dozen years ago and I regret 
that my lack of time made it difficult to continue.  I am pleased that the Parish Council have again 
taken on this task and have no doubt it will aid communication in the village.  I hope everyone will 
support them in this endeavour and give the editor information and ideas to fill the pages with use-
ful stuff for everyone.  Thank you for all your support over the years and best wishes to the new 
editor.” 

Kind regards  Mikki 



  

Village news 

Report Potholes 01522 782070 at  
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/faultreporting  or use www.FixMyStreet.com  

The Packhorse......... to another 400 years! 
 

Its now 18 months since the restoration and renovation work at the Packhorse began. How time 

flies! When I first took on the project it was like walking into the "Marie Celeste", the tables were 

laid with table mats, cutlery and condiments, the shop partially stocked, the bar and cellar all 

appeared to be awaiting the next customer. But not a "Tot" was to be found! 

 

But as I looked beyond the obvious, the damp, the decay, the years of neglect and "make do", the 

stark reality of the major task in hand began to dawn on me. Little of the original features of the 

Coaching Inn had been retained or preserved by the Brewery. I suddenly realised, I had bit off 

more than I could chew! 

 

Could I save the old Inn ? I had to try. There were many tradesman passed through these portals, 

some good, some bad, some downright dishonest "Del Boys" along the way... 

 

There were more bad days than good to begin with, especially when the ceiling fell into the Bar! A 

working bathroom was non existent, part of the roof fell into the bath and I had no kitchen to 

speak of, just a camping stove and fridge! For over a year now, its been a total building site, my 

furniture is ruined and there's no point in dusting! 

 

I eventually created a reliable, honest team in all this madness and recently it has all begun to 

come together and I look at the results with Pride. From the outside the old Inn looks the same, 

but refreshed. The old lights restored, the hanging baskets and planters put back, as pretty as a 

picture, even though the baskets did'nt do so well because of my temperamental watering 

scheme! 

 

But on the inside, the old Building has come into the 21st century, all repaired, renewed and mod-

ernised from top to bottom! Sadly, no longer a Coaching Inn, but as two new homes to bring new 

blood to the village of Beckingham. The new thriving Village Hall social club venture, now      

replaces the Packhorse, thanks to Lawrence, Andy and Phil, and retains some of the old pub's        

furnishings.The new cottage on School Lane even has the name of the plaque found in the Bar, 

"Gamekeepers Corner". Alas, time moves on.... 

 

With work still to complete and a seriously depleted Bank Balance, hopefully the     

Packhorse will now live on for another 400 years...... 

 

Lynda Sills 

 PS Free to a good home……….. 

An old upright piano free and a stable door and frame, top and bottom open-

ing, with latches in very good condition 

See Lyn at pub, help available  

 

Village Hall Social Club News 

First a little history - The inaugural meeting of the Club took place in May when the constitu-

tion and appointment of officers were formally approved by the founding members, who  total over 

100  The club Licence to sell alcohol was approved by the Licensing Authority with effect from 30th 

June and the Club held its opening night on 8th July.  

Since that very successful first night the Club has not looked back. It opens regularly for members 

and their guests on Friday and Saturday evenings plus Sunday lunchtime. The regular support 

from members has enabled the Club to purchase a flat screen TV so that Freeview sport and other 

programmes of interest can be watched in the club area. “Ladies Night” held on 23rd September,  

was attended by 25 Ladies members dressed in their finery who had grandstand seats to watch 

the highly competitive racing involving their partners who powered their wooden horses along the 

course in the main hall. Prizes were awarded to the best dressed lady and the one with most origi-

nal headwear as well as the winners of the races Everyone enjoyed themselves and we have had 

requests to repeat the evening next year. 

 October 14th was the occasion for the village harvest supper, an event run in conjunction with the 

Parochial Church Council who had 50 people sitting down to a hot main course and desert provid-

ed by the members of the church.  The club bar was open to serve drinks to Club members and 

their guests and the evening was rated a great success by all who attended.  

28th October was the Club’s Halloween Evening with prizes for the best Halloween costume both 

for adults and children plus traditional games of bobbing apples and doughnuts on string to keep 

everyone amused.  We also had lit up carved pumpkins and the best one  won a prize The evening 

was rounded off with a disco and a few hardy souls got to their feet and danced to the music. It 

was well attended and particularly pleasing to see the number of children in costume with their 

parents.   

 

Saturday 9th December – Christmas tree switch on, mulled wine, mince pies and Christmas Quiz. 

Bar open 6 pm until 11 pm (in conjunction with the Parish Council) 

Saturday 16th December – “Strictly come Dancing Final“ Watch it live and bring your dancing 

shoes and dress up for the occasion. Bar open 6pm until 11 pm 

CHRISTMAS OPENINGS: 

Friday 22nd December: 7pm. until 11 pm. 

Saturday 23rd December: 4pm until 7pm 

Christmas Eve Sunday 24th December: 4 pm. until 10 pm. 

Christmas Day Monday 25th December: 12 noon until 2 pm. – no charge for guests 

Boxing Day 26th December – TBA 

Friday 29th December and Saturday 30th: 4 pm. until 7 pm. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE Sunday 31st December:  A BLACK AND WHITE THEMED EVENING with a 

glass of Fizz at Midnight to the chimes of Big Ben. Full details to follow. Bar open until 1 am. 


